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(57) ABSTRACT 

A printing system includes a staple sensor that senses a low 
staple condition in a stapling device. A low staple message 
is generated in response to sensing the low staple condition 
in the stapling device. The printing system identifies a 
computing device designated to manage the replacement of 
staples. The low staple message is then communicated to the 
identified computing device. The computing device contains 
an application capable of determining whether replacement 
staples are in stock and capable of ordering more staples if 
replacement staples are not in stock. 
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Detailed Description Text - DETX (18): 

A computer 408 is coupled to LAN 406 and a supplier server 416. Computer 
408 is used, for example, to manage an inventory of stock items (such as paper, 
staples, toner cartridges, pens, paper clips, and the like). Computer 408 
includes a stock management application 410 and a web browser application 
412. 

The stock management application 410 helps the user manage the inventory of 
stock items. The web browser application 412 allows the user of computer 408 
to access various web pages (e.g., local web pages available through LAN 406, 
and Internet web pages available through the Internet 414). Supplier server 
416 may be a web server accessible via an internet connection 414, or a server 
that is accessible via a direct connection 418, such as a dial-up connection. 
Supplier server 416 is maintained by a supplier of stock items that are managed 
by stock management application 410. Thus, stock management application 
410 

may be used to order stock items from a supplier by communicating an order to 
supplier server 416. 
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